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BOOK REVIEWS. 



Cases on Constitutional Law, by Emlin McClain, A. M., 
LL. D. Boston : Little, Brown & Co., 1900. 

This collection of cases, compiled by the Chancellor of the Law 
Department of the State University of Iowa, will, we believe, meet 
with a warm welcome. We are only surprised that such a book has 
not appeared before this. The work is based upon the universally 
popular book of the late Judge Cooley — the " Principles of Consti- 
tutional Law " — and follows the arrangement of that book strictly, 
with the exception of the first couple of chapters therein, which are 
too general and partake too much of a historical character to admit 
of illustration by the case system. 

It is true that there are case books on Constitutional Law whioh 
contain the great majority of the cases included in Dr. McClain's 
work ; but the arrangement is so different from Judge Cooley's that 
there cannot fail to be confusion. For example, in the usual 
arrangement, the case of Gelpehe v. Dubuque, 1 Wall. 175, is placed 
under the head of the impairment of the obligation of con- 
tracts ; but in this work, following the idea of Judge Cooley, it 
comes under the head of " Following the Law of the State." 

It is to be hoped that this volume may induce many institutions 
which have hitherto used only the text-book to adopt to a greater 
extent the case system. Indeed, in many colleges where constitu- 
tional law is taken up, there are no reports accessible ; but with 
this volume the difficulty is removed, and greater interest is added 
to the course. 

The work consists of only one volume. This brevity has been 
attained without the loss of completeness by omitting such cases as 
are thoroughly discussed in other cases contained in the book. 
They are, however, noted in the index. We think that by this 
method one of the great objectious to courses on this subject has 
been removed, namely, the endless repetition involved in reading all 
the leading cases. 

E. W. K. 



The Law of Expert and Opinion Evidence. By John D. 
Lawson, LL. D. Chicago : T. H. Flood & Co. 1900. 

That the law of evidence is one of the most important branches 
of legal study may easily be ascertained by a glance at reported 
cases. In looking over the state or federal reports we see that a 
large majority of appeals are brought up on matters of the admis- 
sion or exclusion of evidence, and all the nonsuits, of course, depend 
for their existence mainly on grounds of evidence. Remembering 
this, we are not surprised to find a large volume devoted to " The 
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